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intricacy and confusion to be met with in Indian law.
The Panjdb Land Revenue Act was the only Act
passed during Lord Mayo's Administration which
bore upon the subject to which it relates. No pains,
however, were spared to make it a complete exposi-
tion of the law and principles upon the subject which
prevail, with modifications, throughout the whole of
Northern India. It was so drawn as to embody the
principles of Regulation VII. of 1822, together with
the interpretations put upon it by a mass of official
writings, and the modifications which, as a fact, had
been introduced, whether legally or not, into the
Panjdb. I think it will be found to give, in sixty-
seven sections, an account at once consecutive, full,
and clear of a matter which was often described as so
complicated and special that it could not be under-
stood as a whole, and could only be learned by
practice. The real difficulty appeared to arise from
the fact that no one had ever undertaken the task of
studying the matter systematically, and describing it
in its natural order, except, indeed, Mr. Thomason,
who, however, wrote not as a lawyer but as a practical
administrator. The system was imperfectly under-
stood by those who first dealt with it, and was after-
\vards smothered in the practical details; but that the
matter itself admits of not only being simply stated,
but of being made interesting, must be obvious to
every reader of Mr. Thomason's directions to Settle-
ment Officers.

These were the principal consolidation measures
on   miscellaneous subjects passed by Lord  Mayo.